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KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n KOCHI

The BJP, struggling to get
a mooring in Kerala, got
a shot in the arm as a vet-

eran leader of the Kerala
Congress (a party representing
the interests of the Church)
joined the Hindutva party in
New Delhi on Wednesday.
George, a seven-time legislator
of the Kerala Legislative
Assembly and former chief
whip during the UDF rule
(2011-2016) was received to the
party by union ministers Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, V
Muraleedharan, Prakash
Javadekar MP, Anil Antony,
national general secretary and
Radhey Shyam Aggarwal MP.
The Pioneer had reported
early last month that George
was all set to join the BJP. A
crusader against corruption
and a fire brand leader,

George was the first Christian
leader to sound the alarm bell
against Love Jihad and
Narcotics Jihad which was
later taken up by the spiritual
leaders of the Catholic
community to which he
belongs.
He also merged the
Janapaksham, a political outfit
launched by him into the BJP.
George’s son Shaun and the
entire Janapaksham leaders
too joined the BJP. “This
decision is a fall out of our
understanding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is the
only national leader who is
working sincerely for the
progress of India. More and
more members of the
Christian community will join
the BJP in days to come,” said
George after joining the BJP.
Both the CPI (M) and the
Congress aided by Islamist

forces had joined hands in the
2021 assembly polls to defeat
George , in his eighth husting
in the electoral battle and he
lost the poll by a wafer thin

majority. Having joined the
Kerala Congress as a fiery
student leader, George won
seven successive elections to
the assembly, a rare feat in a

State like Kerala. George is
joining the BJP at a time when
the Marxists and Congress are
blaming the BJP for the
communal pogrom in
Manipur.
“The people in Kerala are not
aware of the complex reality of
the caste politics in Manipur.
The entire media has gone
gaga over the embarrassment
faced by the BJP due to the
Manipur riots. The reality is
entirely different and I myself
will clear the apprehension in
the minds of the community
in Kerala,” George told The
Pioneer.
Interestingly, there were
suggestions from various
Hindu outfits in Kerala to field
George as a candidate for the
Lok Sabha polls from
Pathanamthitta constituency.
George said there is no
difference between the

CPI(M)-led LDF and the
Congress-led UDF. “Both the
forces are the same and the
dofference is only on their
names. What they have been
doing all these years was to
cheat the people,” he said.
K T Paily, a former official of
Indian Railways who is an
active leader of the Catholic
community, said George is a

force to reckon with in Kerala
politics. “But I am not sure
about the surge in votes cast
during the election. George
commands respect all over the
State,” said Paily.
The Christian Alliance for
Social Action (CASA)
welcomed George’s move to
join the Hindutva party. “It
will pay rich dividends and

there is a possibility of the BJP
opening its account in Kerala,”
said Kevin Peter, president,
CASA.
Father Shaiju Kurian, a priest
of Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church and 47 families
belonging to the sect had
joined the BJP in December
2023, the first of its kind
development in the State.`
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PTI n LUCKNOW

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday

said the farmers income “has
almost doubled” since 2018 and
this “positive trend” extends
beyond Uttar Pradesh.
The chief minister said the
farmers across the country are
embracing agricultural
diversification, aligning with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “visionary approach”,
consequently “doubling their
income”.
Inaugurating the ‘Kisan Mela’
organised by the Central
Institute of Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants (CIMAP) on
Picnic Spot Road here,
Adityanath highlighted Prime
Minister Modi’s transformative
vision.
The chief minister, according
to a press statement issued by
the state government,
elaborated on how the prime
minister set the target of
doubling the farmers’ income
by 2022 and subsequently
launched various schemes
such as the Soil Health Card,
Prime Minister Crop
Insurance, Agricultural
Irrigation, and Kisan Samman
Nidhi for steering the farmers
toward economic upliftment,
coupled with a robust
integration of scientific
research and innovation.
Underlining the tangible
impact of these initiatives,
Adityanath said the farmers’
income has almost doubled
since 2018.
“This positive trend extends
beyond Uttar Pradesh as the
farmers across the country are
embracing agricultural

diversification, aligning with
Prime Minister Modi’s
visionary approach,
consequently doubling their
income,” he said.
Highlighting the fertile land
and abundant water resources
in Uttar Pradesh, the chief
minister outlined the state’s
pivotal role in agricultural
production, contributing over
22 per cent of the country’s
food grains despite having 11
per cent cultivable land. 
He noted the presence of 89
agricultural science centers
and four state agricultural
universities, with the
establishment of the fifth one
underway.
Adityanath stressed the
government’s proactive role in
connecting the farmers of
Uttar Pradesh to medicinal
farming and horticulture, and
promoting herbal products. 
This diversification, he
explained, has significantly
increased the farmers’
earnings, becoming a
transformative catalyst in
improving their lives.
The chief minister also
inaugurated an exhibition at
the fair and inspected the stalls
set up while interacting with
the farmers. 
Notably, over 4,000 farmers
from more than 15 states
participated in the fair. 
The CIMAP will also launch
an ‘Aroma Mission App’ for the
farmers involved in cultivating
medicinal plants. This app will
act as a bridge between the
farmers and the industry.
Agriculture Minister Surya
Pratap Shahi, Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) Director

Farmers income ‘has almost
doubled’ since 2018: Yogi

General N Kalaiselvi and a
large number of farmers from
different states and districts of
the country were present in the
programme.

PTI n NUH

Acourt in Haryana’s Nuh dis-
trict has sentenced three

Rohingya men to 10 years of rig-
orous imprisonment in a human
trafficking case of 2021.
Additional district and
sessions judge Ajay K Verma
pronounced the sentence on
Tuesday. The court also
imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on
each of the convicts.
According to public prosecutor
Pratap Singh, the Child
Welfare Committee of Nuh
had received secret
information in February 2021
that two young Bangladeshi
women had been brought to
India by some people via
Mizoram and Kolkata.
According to the police, a
Rohingya man identified as
Mohammad Ayas had brought
the women, aged 19 and 20, to
Nuh from Delhi.
Later, Mohammad Ayas and
two other Rohingya men —

Hafeez Ahmed and
Mohammad Yunus — took the
two women to Malab village in
Nuh district and decided to sell
them in Kashmir Valley for Rs
70,000 each, the police said.
Acting on the information, a
team of the Child Welfare
Committee conducted raids at
their place in Malab and
rescued the women. 
Following medical
examination, it was revealed
that the two women were
raped and tortured.
An FIR was registered under
relevant provisions of the IPC
at the City police station in
Nuh and the three accused
were arrested in December
2021. 
The accused had confessed to
the crime and were sent into
judicial custody, the police
said.
“During the trial, the
prosecution proved all the
charges,” the public prosecutor
said.

Three Rohingya men
get 10 years jail for
human trafficking




