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PTI n CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s main opposition
AIADMK on Thursday released
its final list of 16 candidates for

the Lok Sabha polls and also named its
candidate for the lone Puducherry
Parliamentary constituency.
The AIADMK has completed the
exercise of naming nominees and
allotting seats to allies, and party chief
Edappadi K Palaniswami is all set to
launch his election campaign from
Tiruchirappalli on March 24.
In total, the AIADMK will contest in 32
segments and it has allotted seven
constituencies to allies, the DMDK,
Puthiya Tamizhagam and SDPI. Tamil
Nadu has 39 Lok Sabha constituencies.
For the Tirunelveli LS seat,
Palaniswami announced Simla
Muthuchozhan who was formerly with
the DMK. She had unsuccessfully
contested in 2016 against late AIADMK
matriarch J Jayalalithaa from the RK
Nagar Assembly constituency.
Daughter-in-law of former DMK leader
SP Sarguna Pandian, Muthuchozhan
joined the AIADMK recently. An
advocate, she is also the only woman
candidate announced by the AIADMK

for the Lok Sabha polls.
For the Vilavancode Assembly bypoll,
the main opposition party has named a
woman candidate.
The ruling DMK, out of the 21 Lok
Sabha seats, it is contesting, has given
tickets to three women candidates.
Kanimozhi (Thoothukudi),
Tamizhachi Thangapandian (South
Chennai) and Rani Sri Kumar
(Tenkasi-Reserved).
Palaniswami named G Premkumar, a
medical doctor, as his party candidate

for Sriperumbudur and S Pasupathi,
also a doctor for the Vellore seat.
The ruling DMK has named veteran
leader T R Baalu and Kathir Anand, son
of top leader and Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan for
Sriperumbudur and Vellore
constituencies respectively.
The AIADMK top leader named G
Tamizhvendan and U Rani for
Puducherry Lok Sabha seat and
Vilavancode Assembly constituency
respectively.

Bypoll to the Vilavancode segment in
Kanniyakumari district will be held on
April 19 alongside the Lok Sabha polls.
The vacancy was caused due to the
resignation of Vijayadharani, who
joined the BJP after quitting her MLA
post. Besides Sriperumbudur and
Vellore, Palaniswami announced
candidates for the Lok Sabha segments
of Dharmapuri, Tiruvannamalai,
Kallakurichi, Tirupur, Nilgiris (SC),
Coimbatore, Pollachi, Tiruchirappalli,
Perambalur, Mayiladuthurai,
Sivaganga, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli
and Kanniyakumari.
In the first list released on March 20,
Palaniswami named nominees for 16
constituencies. It includes former MP J
Jayavardhan (Chennai south) and ex-
MLA, Dr P Saravanan (Madurai).
Tiruvallur (SC), Central Chennai,
Cuddalore, Thanjavur and
Virudhunagar are the five seats
earmarked for the DMDK.
Two other allies, the Puthiya
Tamizhagam (Tenkasi) and SDPI
(Dindigul) will fight one seat each. The
All India Forward Bloc also supports
the AIADMK alliance.
Elections to 39 Lok Sabha seats in the
state will be held on April 19.
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PTI n GUWAHATI

It was 15 days of meticulous analysis
of intelligence inputs, scouting for

local links, foolproof planning, raising
a solid team and no-error execution
that led to the arrest of ISIS India head
from Assam, a senior police officer said
on Thursday.
The ISIS India head Haris Farooqi alias
Harish Ajmal Farukhi and his associate
Anurag Singh alias Rehan were
arrested in Assam’s Dhubri district on
Wednesday after they had crossed over
from Bangladesh.
Addressing a press conference here,
Assam Police’s Special Task Force (STF)
Inspector General Parthasarathi
Mahanta, who led the entire operation,
said the two dreaded ISIS cadres have
already been handed over to the
National Investigation Agency (NIA)
for further legal action.
“We got information from a central
agency around 15 days back that there
could be possible movement of top-
rung ISIS leaders in certain parts of
Dhubri. The input was credible and so
the STF was involved,” he added.
The STF then started working on
probable areas of movement, trying to
find local links if any and prepared a
plan accordingly to arrest them,
Mahanta said.
“By March 18, we narrowed down our

focus and we got very specific
information on March 19 on their
likely movement. We immediately
rushed to Dhubri’s Dharmasala. We
saw two men walking on the road at
around 4 am on March 20 looking for
transportation to go to their
destination,” he added.
The police already had the pictures of
ISIS cadres and two of them matched
with the men walking on the road, the
IGP said.
“We arrested them and immediately
brought them to Guwahati. We handed
them over to the NIA last night itself.
The NIA will take them to Delhi and
other places, where scores of cases are
registered against the duo,” he added.
Assam DGP G P Singh termed the
arrest as an outcome of the inter-
agency synergy in the national effort to
counter violent terrorism in the
country. “Compliments to the team of
officers involved in the operation,” he
said in a post on X.
Without sharing details, Mahanta said
interrogation of the two fundamental
extremists are going on to find out their
network, local contacts, funding source
and information on explosives.
“There are two parts of the
investigation. If anything is found
related to Assam, it will be taken care of
by us. For the rest of India
developments, the NIA will look into it.
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“Assam has always been vulnerable and
we have been alert constantly. That is
the reason we could arrest them
immediately when they entered India
from a neighbouring country,”
Mahanta said.
Another senior official, who did not
wish to be named, said both the ISIS
cadres are wanted in the NIA case
related to the Delhi module, covering

incidents in Delhi, Mumbai and
Lucknow.
“The last date of the stipulated period
of filing the charge sheet in the Delhi
module case is tomorrow and if they
were not found, the NIA would have to
declare them absconding and file the
charge sheet accordingly. So, it is a big
success for the security agencies,” he
added.
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