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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday hit out
at the opposition

Congress, saying it overlooked
needs of the poor for decades
since Independence and never
understood their pain. 
Addressing the BJP's 'Vijay
Sankalp Sankhnad' rally in
Chhattisgarh's Bastar district,
which will go to polls on April
19, he also said the Congress'
manifesto for the Lok Sabha
elections has the imprint of the
Muslim League. 
During the Congress regime,
corruption had become the
country's identity, and the
party thought it had a licence
to loot, he said. "Since
Independence, the Congress
overlooked needs of the poor
for decades and never
understood their pain," the PM
said. "People said what will
happen to the poor during the

COVID-19 pandemic, but I
said I will give free vaccine and
ration to them," he said, adding
that "due to my government's
efforts, 25 crore people have
risen above the poverty line." 
Speaking at the rally in Chhote
Ambal village, held in support
of BJP candidates Mahesh
Kashyap (Bastar) and Bhojraj
Nag (Kanker), Modi said it is
the poor that suffers most due
to corruption. "Corruption
destroys the rights of the poor.
Before 2014, scams worth
several lakh crore rupees were
committed," he said, adding
that former PM Rajiv Gandhi
himself had admitted just 15
paise out of every rupee
allotted for development work
reached the rightful
beneficiary. 
"Whose claws snatched the
remaining 85 paise? Modi has
cancelled this licence of loot of
the Congress. The BJP
government has sent Rs 34

lakh crore directly into the
bank accounts of the
beneficiaries in the last 10
years. Every rupee sent from
Delhi has reached cent per cent
to the poor," Modi said. 
Had the Congress been in
power now and the 15 paise

tradition continued, then Rs 28
lakh crore of this Rs 34 lakh
crore would have been
embezzled, the prime minister
said. He managed to cancel this
licence to loot because the
people gave him the power to
do so, the PM asserted.

Targeting the Congress over a
statement of Chhattisgarh's
Leader of Opposition Charan
Das Mahant, the PM said the
opposition party started
abusing him when he ended
their loot. But he was fully
protected from such abuse

because "crores of my
countrymen, my mothers and
sisters have become my 'raksha
kavach' (protective shield)", the
PM said. 
Since strict action is being
taken against corruption
carried out by the previous
(Congress) government,
including against those who
duped the state's youth, the
opposition party's leaders are
saying that his head should be
broken with sticks, Modi told
the gathering. "Modi is not
afraid of such threats. 
For Modi, my India is my
family. I am busy in saving my
country and my family from
being looted. I call 'bhrastachar
hatao' (remove corruption)
and they say 'bhrastachari
bachao' (save the corrupt)," the
PM said. Modi said the
Congress and other opposition
parties were holding rallies to
save the corrupt but they must
understand that wrongdoers

will go to jail no matter how
much they threaten him. 
"This is Modi's guarantee," the
prime minister said.
Slamming the Congress and
other INDIA bloc constituents
for declining the invite to the
idol consecration of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, Modi
said, "Ram Navami festival is
not far away. This time people
will have a glimpse of our
Ram Lalla in Ayodhya in a
grand temple not in a tent." He
added it was natural for
people of Chhattisgarh, the
"nanihal" (birthplace of
maternal grandparents) of
Lord Ram, to be most happy
on this dream (of a grand
temple) being fulfilled after
500 years. 
"The Congress and INDIA
bloc are very angry with the
construction of Ram temple.
The 'royal family' of Congress
rejected the invitation for the
consecration of Ram temple.

The Congress leaders who
considered this move wrong
were expelled from the party.
Those who attended were
expelled from the party for six
years," Modi said. 
It showed the Congress can go
to any extent for appeasement,
Modi said. Modi highlighted
the work his government had
done for tribals in the past 10
years and said the segment was
always the BJP's priority. 
"The daughter of the tribal
community is today the
country's President. It is BJP
that has given Chhattisgarh a
tribal chief minister. The BJP
government has created a
separate ministry and a
separate budget for tribals,"
Modi asserted. Elections to 11
Lok Sabha seats in the state will
be held in three phases on
April 19, April 26 and May 7.
Bastar Lok Sabha is the lone
constituency to go to polls in
the first phase. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's performance in the

last ten years has set a narrative
of development for Lok Sabha
elections which were earlier
contested on the lines of caste
and religion, Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel said
on Monday.
Addressing a rally at Tharad
town in Banaskantha district,
Patel said people are now
discussing when will India
become the third largest
economy in the world unlike
in the past Lok Sabha elections
when the issues of caste and
religion took centre stage.  
"Earlier elections were fought
based on caste and religion.
After Narendra Modiji came to
power (in 2014), he changed
the entire pattern of elections,
and today, they are being
fought on the issue of
development," the chief

minister said. In the previous
general elections, people used
to express concern over the
condition of the Indian
economy, he said.
"But over the last ten years
after Modi came to power,
people are now discussing
when will we become the
world's third-largest economy.
They are even mentally
preparing themselves for
becoming the third largest
economy," he said.
It is Modi's guarantee that he
will take our economy to the
third position in his third
term, Patel said.
"The pace of development in
the last ten years has increased
significantly compared with
the preceding decades," Patel
said claiming 38,650 km of
railway line network was
electrified between 2014-2023
as against the electrification of
21,802 km network between
1947 and 2014.
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Jharkhand BJP president
Babulal Marandi on Monday

launched a scathing attack on
the Congress, accusing it of
perpetrating injustice against
the people of the country for
over 50 years. 
Criticising Congress' Nyay
Patra, the party's election
manifesto, Marandi demanded
an apology from the grand old
party for its actions towards
the citizens of the country.
"The Congress unveiled the
'Nyay Patra' two days ago.
However, before its release, the
party should have apologised
to the people of the country for
the 'anyay (injustice)' it
inflicted over the past 50-55
years," Marandi said during a
press conference at the party
headquarters.
He highlighted the lack of
basic amenities like roads and
electricity in villages,
emphasising that the poor and
rural communities were
deprived of LPG cylinders and
bank accounts.

"Rural residents had to
undertake arduous journeys for
basic necessities. Even medical
professionals couldn't reach
villages due to the absence of
roads. Lack of electricity also
posed significant challenges.
Despite being in power for
many years, the Congress did
little to address these issues," he
remarked.  
Marandi claimed that when
the BJP government led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to power in 2014,
significant strides were made
in infrastructure development. 
"Today, there's a network of
roads connecting every village,
and electricity reaches every
household. LPG cylinders are
now available in every home,
and villagers have access to
bank accounts," he noted.
He highlighted India's rapid
progress across various sectors
such as automotive,
pharmaceuticals, and defence.
"In 2014, India was ranked
10th globally in terms of
economy, but now it stands at
fifth position," he added.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Monday said during
Narendra Modi's tenure as
prime minister, India's bor-
ders have become safer and
respect for the country has
increased in the world.
Speaking at a rally at
Hinganghat town in
Maharashtra's Wardha
district, the UP CM asked
the Congress if it could ever
assemble the resolve to
abrogate Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir and
abolish 'triple talaq'. 
Under PM Modi's
leadership, the NDA govt
wants to make India a global
power, Adityanath said. The
opposition, on the other
hand, neither has a "neta"
(leader) nor "niti"(policy)
nor "niyat" (intention) to
take the country on the path
of development, he claimed. 
"During Modi's tenure as
PM, the country's borders
have become safer, respect

for India has increased in
world," he said. 
Adityanath said PM Modi
was working on the 'Hindavi
Swarajya' ideology of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
to ensure citizens, especially
daughters, of the country are
protected, its "aradhyadev"
(deities) are respected and
development reaches great
heights. 

Speaking about his
government, Adityanath said
Uttar Pradesh has a
population of 25 crore and
was known for riots and
curfew before the BJP came to
power in 2017. "Today, we
have locked up curfew itself.
There have been no riots in
UP in the last seven years. In
Maharashtra, three saints
were killed in Palghar (during

the COVID lockdown). No
one dare do this in UP
because they know they will
be hung upside down,"
Adityanath said. 
Adityanath hailed Modi for
"giving Ram Lalla a place in
Ayodhya after 500 years", a
reference to the construction
of the Ram Temple there.
Citing a report of the
Guardian newspaper about
targeted killings of terrorists
in Pakistan, Adityanath said
the neighbouring nation is
claiming that India is behind
it. It just means terrorists are
no longer safe in safe havens
across the border, the UP
CM added. 
Adityanath said Pakistan can
longer dare to back anti-
India terror due to the
leadership of Modi and his
resolve to carry out surgical
strikes if required. He asked
the crowd to ensure BJP
candidate Ramdas Tadas
retains Wardha, adding that
the aim is to make Modi
prime minister for a third
term. 
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Union Minister for
Information and

Broadcasting Anurag Thakur on
Monday sought an explanation
from the DMK and Congress
about "ceding" Katchatheevu
islet to Sri Lanka in 1974 and
asked the parties to "come out
clean" on the issue. 
Taking exception to Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin's criticism of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Thakur asked why Stalin was

"shivering" at the prospect of
Modi's visit to the state.
Speaking to reporters here,
Thakur commented that on
the one hand, the Prime
Minister was giving a lot to the
fishermen including subsidies,
policies, and programmes but
on the other hand the DMK
and Congress have given away
Katchatheevu to Sri Lanka.
"They should come out open
and respond to this. Who is
responsible for giving
Katchatheevu to Lanka? Why
are the DMK and Congress

silent on this? Why have they
given an important piece of
land to Sri Lanka and hurt the
sentiments of fishermen and
Tamils," Thakur asked. The
chief minister's statements on
Modi showed how "nervous"
he was over Modi coming to
Tamil Nadu. "Why is he
shivering? He must be happy
over the visit because the
people of Tamil Nadu love the
prime minister who loves
Tamil Nadu, its rich culture,
tradition history," the minister
said. 
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Monday came down heavi-

ly on the Congress, accusing it
of committing scams in all the
three worlds and said the party
did not spare the sky, under-
ground and water.
Addressing an election rally in
Rampur on Monday in favour
of the BJP candidates, Nadda
attacked the INDIA bloc and
said, "Modi ji is saying to end
corruption and that none of
the corrupt persons will be
spared. All of them will go to
jail."
Further quoting Modi, he said
the 'gathbandhan' (alliance) is
saying that the corrupt should
be "saved" and they are
"engaged" in it. "Did the
Congress not commit the coal
scam? Did the Congress not
commit CWG scam, 2G scam,
3G scam, AugustaWestland
scam, submarine scam?" he
said. In other words, the
opposition bloc committed
scams in all the three "loks"
(worlds), Nadda said.
"They did not spare the 'nabh'
(sky), 'paataal' (below the
surface of the Earth) and 'jal'
(water). The Congress
committed corruption in the
three worlds," he said.
He also alleged that Samajwadi
Party (SP) chief Akhilesh
Yadav committed the laptop
scam, the Gomti (river) front
scam and foodgrain scam.

Similarly, senior RJD leader
Lalu Prasad committed fodder
scam and job in lieu of land
scam, he further alleged.
Attacking DMK leader and
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin, the BJP chief said,
"Do you know that the income
of Stalin is Rs 1.32 lakh crore.
There is no source of this
income. (Former Jharkhand
chief minister) Hemant Soren
of the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) also
committed the scam.  "Has
(Delhi Chief Minister) Arvind
Keriwal not committed the
liquor scam? This
'ghamandiya' (arrogant)
alliance is nothing but an
alliance of the corrupt people,"
he said.
Nadda also said former
Congress presidents Rahul
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi,
senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram, the DMK
ministers and the ministers of
the Mamta Banerjee
government are on bail.
He asked the audience
whether Soren, Kejriwal, AAP

leaders Manish Sisodia and
Satyendar Jain, TMC
ministers, KCR's daughter K
Kavitha and veteran SP leader
from Rampur Azam Khan are
in jail or not. "All these leaders
of the 'ghamandia' alliance are
either on bail or in jail," he
said. Listing the "parivarvadi"
(dynastic) parties, he said,
"Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi; rest of it
(in Congress) is full stop. In
the National Conference (NC),
there are Omar Abdullah and
Farooq Abdullah; in the PDP,
there are (late) Mufti
Mohammad and Mehbooba
Mufti; in Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD), there was Parkash
Singh Badal, and now there is
Sukhbir Badal; and there is the
Chautala family." 
After Mulayam Singh Yadav, it
was Akhilesh Yadav and then
Dimple (Yadav). They have
even left 'chacha' (Shivpal
Yadav), rest of it is full stop, he
said, and cited the examples of
Lalu Yadav-Rabri Devi-
Tejashwi Yadav-Tej Pratap,
Mamta Banerjee and (her
nephew) Abhishek Banerjee,
K C R - K T R - K a v i t h a ,
Karunanidhi-MK Stalin-
Udhayanidhi and Uddhav
Thackeray and Aditya.
"(There are) Sharad Pawar and
Supriya Sule. They have
pushed away Ajit Pawar," he
said. "They have to save their
families and indulge in
corruption," Nadda said.
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DMK, Congress owe explanation on Katchatheevu: Thakur
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Modi has changed the
'dhaara' (wave) and culture of
politics. Now, there is the
politics of development, he
said.
"When some people tried to
divide the country on the
caste lines, Modi ji said he
will move on the path of
GYAN, where G stands for
'gareeb' (poor), Y stands for
'yuva' (youth), A for
'annadata' (farmers) and N
for 'nari shakti' (women
power). If their power
increases, then the country
moves forward," Nadda said. 
He also said, "The 2024
election... Is an election for
the development of the
country. It is an election to
develop the country. Earlier,
vote bank politics was done
by dividing people. But,
Modi ji changed the
definition of politics."
Today, there is no vote bank
politics but there is only
politics of development, he
said.




